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In the United States, President Trump has said that mainstream media is the enemy of the 
people.  These statements seem intended to devalue investigative journalism and the pursuit of 
truth. There are many available sources for news and information, but it is not easy to discern 
which of those sources are accurate and trustworthy.  As the New York Times article indicates, 
there is good journalism being done at a variety of media outlets. 
 
I value being well-informed and therefore I want to explore development of best practices for 
receiving accurate news and information in the current environment. I want to touch on the 
following: 

• How can I feel comfortable that the news I am receiving is being accurately reported? 
• Can I evaluate news items individually or at the level of the news media outlet? 
• Can I avoid being trapped in a filter bubble? 
• Can I maintain my own agency in these decisions, even if a third-party service may 

provide a better alternative? 
 
Sources: 

• BuzzFeed News in Limbo Land, 
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/01/20/business/media/buzzfeed-trump-mueller-
backlash.html, accessed 22 Jan 2019. 

• Measuring the "Filter Bubble": How Google is influencing what you click, 
https://spreadprivacy.com/google-filter-bubble-study/, accessed 23 January 2019. 

 


